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SERMON. 


Acts  viii,  SO,  31. 

Under standest  thou  what  thou  reddest?    And  he  said,  How 

can  I,  except  some  man  should  guide  me? 

THUS  spake  the  man,  who  had  the  Bible  in  his  hand,  and 
felt  the  need  of  instruction,  in  order  to  understand  it:  and  In- 
spiration  has  given  us  this  account  because  millions  of  men 
since  his  day,  and  in  our  own  times,  possess  the  Sacred  Vol- 
ume, but  do  not  understand  its  contents,  and  need  able  teach- 
ers to  explain  it. 

The  story  of  Philip  and  the  Eunuch  is  memorable,  and  in- 
structive. At  the  time  of  the  martyrdom  of  Stephen,  "there 
was  a  great  persecution  of  the  church,  which  was  at  Jerusa- 
lem; and  they  were  all  scattered  abroad,  except  the  apostles." 
"Then  Philip  went  down  to  the  city  of  Samaria,  and  preached 
Christ  unto  them.  And  the  people  with  one  accord  gave  heed 
unto  those  things,  which  Philip  spake,  hearing  and  seeing  the 
miracles  which  he  did."  "And  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
spake  unto  Philip,  saying,  Arise,  and  go  toward  the  south, 
unto  the  way  that  goeth  down  from  Jerusalem  to  Gaza,  which 
is  desert.  And  he  arose,  and  went:^  and  he  there  beheld  "a 
man  of  Ethiopia,  an  eunuch  of  great  authority  under  Can- 
dace,  Queen  of  the  Ethiopians,  who  had  the  charge  of  all  her 
treasure,  and  had  come  to  Jerusalem  to  worship,"  and  was  on 
his  return,  sitting  in  his  chariot,  and  reading  Esaias  the 
Prophet.  ''Then  the  Spirit  said  unto  Philip,  Go  near,  and 
join  thyself  to  this  chariot.  And  Philip  ran  thither,  and 
heard  him  read  the  Prophet  Esaias;  and  said  unto  him,  Un- 
derstandest  thou  what  thou  readest?  And  he  said,  how  can  I, 
except  some  mar*  should  guide  me?"     And  he  then  in  an  im- 


pressive  manner  desired  Philip  to  ascend  and  sit  with  him. 
Philip  readily  complied  and  took  a  seat  with  him  in  his  <  har- 
lot; ami  preached  unto  turn  Jesus.    The  happy  consequence 

was.  that  the  Treasurer  believed  in  Christ  with  all  his  heart, 
and  was  baptised  in  Christ's  name:  and  when  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  caught  away  Philip,  the  instructed,  the  baptised,  and 
the  happy  eunuch  went  on  his  way  rejoicing.  Thus  God  fur- 
nished the  Ethiopian  Treasurer  with  the  word  of  life,  and 
with  an  able  teacher  to  explain  it;  and  graciously  prepared 
his  heart  to  embrace  the  inestimable  contents  and  to  enjoy  the 
divine  blessing. 

In  the  view,  therefore,  of  this  portion  of  sacred  history,  let 
us,  on  this  missionary  occasion,  attend  to  the  necessity  and 
advantage  of  instructing  the  destitute  and  the  ignorant.  For 
man,  as  Inspiration  and  fact  inform  us,  is  born  as  ignorant  of 
divine  things  as  the  colt  of  the  wilderness;  and  will  remain 
in  this  ignorant  state,  unless  favored  with  needful  instruction. 
The  human  mind  needs  much  cultivation. 

I.  We  shall  attend  to  the  necessity  of  instructing  the 
ignorant,  in  order  that  they  may  possess  the  know  ledge  of  the 
truth. 

The  field,  which  opens  before  us,  is  wide.  For  the  world 
now  contains  many  millions  of  inhabitants,  who  are  destitute 
of  the  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures;  and  we  have  no  evidence, 
that  any  of  the  human  race  have  been  the  subjects  of  holiness, 
except  those  who  have  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  instruction. 
As  there  were  none  of  the  first  inhabitants  of  the  world,  who, 
in  consequence  of  their  being  enveloped  in  ignorance,  were 
qualified  to  instruct  the  rest,  God  in  sovereign  mercy  taught 
them  to  behold  his  attributes  and  character  by  his  miraculous 
operations.  And  the  miraculous  course  of  the  divine  opera- 
tions continued  till  God  had  completed  the  system  of  Inspira- 
tion. When  God  had  revealed  the  contents  of  the  Bible, 
which  we  have  now  in  our  hands,  his  miraculous  operation 
ceased.     The  day  of  miracles  is  past.     God  has  given  us  all 


the  means  of  instruction,  which*  he  intends  to  furnish,  until  he 
shall  descend  in  the  great  Uay  of  decision  to  consummate  his 
design  in  creation.  More  miracles  we  have  no  reason  to  ex- 
pect;  and  it  is  now  the  duty  of  Christians  and  especially  of 
Christ's  ministers  to  instruct  the  ignorant,  both  by  supplying 
them  with  the  Scriptures,  and  by  explaining  their  precious 
contents.  Except  we  adopt  and  faithfully  pursue  these  meas- 
ures, we  have  no  more  reason  to  expect  to  see  the  destitute, 
the  ignorant,  and  the  heathen,  enlightened,  than  we  have  to 
expect  to  see  the  earth  loaded  with  rich  crops  of  grain  while 
we  wholly  neglect  to  plow  and  sow  and  plant  our  fields. 
Means  and  ends  are  connected;  and  we  have  no  reason  to  ex- 
pect the  possession  of  any  valuable  object,  unless  we  use 
proper  means  to  secure  it. 

It  is  worthy  of  grateful  record,  that  thousands  and  thou- 
sands of  persons  have  lately  contributed  largely  to 
supply  the  destitute  with  the  Scriptures  upon  the  condition, 
that  they  pass  into  their  hands  without  note  or  comment;  and 
we  have  reason  to  believe,  that  they  would  have  withholden 
their  contributions  upon  any  other  principle.  It  surely  is  de- 
sirable to  see  the  indigent  and  the  destitute  supplied  with  the 
Bible.  £ut,  how  small  is  the  prospect  of  advantage  to  the 
most  ignorant  class  of  men,  if  we  supply  them  with  the  Word 
of  Life,  but  do  not  furnish  them  with  Missionaries  to  explain 
it.  Destitute  of  religious  teachers,  men  naturally  feel  little 
interest  in  the  written  Word*  and  sink  down  into  stupidity  and 
neglect  of  divine  things.  The  Sacred  Volume  expounds 
itself  to  those,  who^arein  a  measure  qualified  to  explain  it; 
hut  to  the  ignorant,  it  is  far  otherwise,  and  is  full  of  mys- 
terious and  dark  sayings.  \t  was  pleasant  to  Philip  to  hear  the 
Treasurer  'reading  the  Prophet;'  and  it  was  more  pleasant 
to  be  properly  requested  to  take  a  seat  yn  his  chariot,  that  he 
might  have  opportunity  to  explain  the  Prophet  to  one,  who 
would  not  otherwise  comprehend  him.  For  he  felt  qualified 
to  unfold  the  contents  of  the  Inspired  Volume,  and  to  instruct 
the  inquisitive  Ethiopian.  Philip  administering  instruction 
and, the  Eunuch  receiving  instruction,  resembled  apples  of 


gold  in  pictures  of  silver.  Tf  the  attentive  angels  behold  what 
is  transacted  here  on  earth,  it  was  a  pleasrg  sight  to  thrm. 
The  Eunuch,  who  was  ravished  with  the  Gospel  view  of  things, 
which  Philip  unfolded,  would  gratefully  have  retained  his 
company  in  the  chariot.  But  having  embraced  Christ,  and 
received  the  badge  of  his  faith  in  baptism,  he  uent  on  his  way 
rejoicing.  He  was  accordingly  able  to  inform  the  Ethiopians, 
that  he  had  seen  one  of  Christ's  ministers,  and  by  the  eye  of 
faith  had  seen  the  Savior  and  received  his  covenant  seal  and 
token.  Blessed  by  the  Lord,  who  has  the  hearts  of  all  men  in 
his  hand,  he  was  qualified  for  a  useful  missionary  among  his 
ignorant  brethren,  to  whom  h«  probably  gave  much  needful 
instruction. 

By  this  signal  instance  of  the  necessity  and  utility  of  Gos- 
pel instruction,  we  are  led  into  a  most  extensive  field.  As 
God  is  regular  and  uniform  in  his  administration,  the  course, 
which  he  adopts  with  individuals,  he  adopts  with  families, 
with  tribes  and  nations,  and  the  ignorant  world.  He  teaches, 
lie  enlightens,  he  convinces,  and  converts  sinners  from  sin  to 
holiness;  and  Ministers  or  Missionaries  are  his  principal 
agents  or  instruments.  Means  and  ends  are  closely  con- 
nected in  the  course  of  the  divine  administration.  Hence 
the  elevated  voice  of  the  Prophet  in  reference  to  the  Mission- 
aries of  the  cross:  »* How  beautiful  upon  the  mountains  arc 
the  feet  of  him  that  bringeth  good  tidings,  that  publisheth 
peace,  that  publisheth  salvation;  that  saith  untoZion,  thy 
God  reigncth."  Christ  himself,  the  Great  Minister  of  God's 
grace,  and  the  fountain  of  light,  While  with  divine  compassion 
surveying  the  wide  field  of  the  world  already  white  for  the 
harvest,  directs  his  disciples  to'pray  the  Lord  of  the  harvest 
to  send  forth  faithful  laborers  into  his  harvest  He  knew, 
when  he  sent  forth  his  disciples,  as  sheep  among  wolves,  to 
teach  all  nations,  the  necessity  of  Missionaries,  in  order  to 
affect  the  salvation  of  sinners.  This  God  is  the  author  of 
salvation.  Though  he,  in  a  sovereign  manner,  is  the  efficient 
cause  of  regeneration,  yet  he  prepares  the  way  for  the  salva- 
tion of  sinners,  by  his  ministers,  his  missionaries,  or  agents. 


God  does  not  operate  alone.  Moses,  Joshua,  Samuel,  and  the 
prophets  and  the  apostles  have  been  his  agents;  and  he  still  em- 
ploys his  ministers  and  missionaries  in  the  wide  field  of  the 
world.  Can  an  instance.be  named  by  any  of  the  best  inform- 
ed children  of  G(id,  of  the  salvation  of  sinners,  or  even  of  an 
individual  sinner,  previously  to  his  possessing  a  share  of  men- 
tal information?  Suppose  a  family,  or  tribe  of  ignorant 
pagans,  who  dwell  in  the  habitations  of  cruelty,  to  be  now 
supplied  with  the  Scriptures,  in  their  own  vernacular  tongue, 
but  to  be  left  destitute  of  teachers  to  explain  the  Scriptures 
to  them;  and  what  would  be  the  consequence,  but  their  contin- 
ued ignorance  of  their  precious  contents?  They  would  remain 
pagans  still;  and  their  descendants  would  imitate  their  igno- 
rant and  barbarous  course  of  life.  To  them  the  Bible  is  a 
sealed  book,  and  comparatively  useless.  And  this  is  but  the 
lamentable  picture  of  the  whole  human  race,  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  their  being  left  by  God  destitute  of  teachers.  Alas, 
how  dismal  the  consideration.  The  present  ignorant  state 
of  five  or  six  hundred  millions  of  our  fellow-creatures,  is  but 
an  example  of  the  whole  human  race,  except  upon  the  princi- 
ple of  their  possessing  the  means  of  instruction,  with  which 
God  has  favored  the  world  by  the  patriarchs,  prophets  and 
apostles,  and  missionaries,  who  have  been  appointed  to  teach 
their  ignorant  brethren.  And  hence  the  language  of  the 
inspired  apostle,  who  was  raised  up  in  a  special  manner  to 
exhibit  the  established  connexion  between  the  preaching  of  the 
Gospel  and  the  salvation  of  sinners:  ''For  whosoever  shall 
call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  be  saved."  Then  he  in- 
terrogates, and  introduces  the  doctrine  under  consideration. 
"How  then  shall  they  call  on  him,  in  whom  they  have  not 
believed?  And  how  shall  they  believe  in  him  of  whom  they 
have  not  heard?  And  how  shall  they  hear  without  a  preacher? 
And  how  shall  they  preach  except  they  be  sent?  As  it  is 
written,  How  beautiful  are  Ihc  feet  of  them  that  preach  the 
Gospel  of  peace,  and  bring  glad  tidings  of  good  things?" 
This  instruction,  which  ue  have  both  from  the  mouth  of  the 
inspired  prophet  and  the  apostle,  is  peculiar.  Men  must 
pray:  they  must  consequently  believe;  they  must  of  course 


hear,  and  must  also  have  a  preacher.  Thus  God  operates  iu 
a  uniform  maimer;  and  he  is  under  no  obligation  as  a  gra- 
cious sovereign  to  step  aside  from  his  usual,  established  course 
of  proceeding,  to  save  sinners.  For  instance,  if  there  are  any 
of  his  elect  amid  the  dark  tribes  of  Ethiopia,  he  can  call  them 
hither  in  slave  ships  to  embrace  the  Gospel,  though  in  judg- 
ment to  slave-traders,  who  buy  and  sell  the  souls  of  men;  but 
in  infinite  mercy  to  the  poor,  oppressed  slaves  whom  he  makes 
Christ's  free  men.  And  with  facility,  as  he  is  now  graciously 
conducting,  he  can  send  missionaries  to  Africa,  and  convert 
Ethiopians  upon  their  own  native  ground.  The  Lord  is  won- 
derful in  counsel,  and  excellent  in  working.  Many  of  the 
black  tribes  of  Africa,  we  cannot  but  believe  God  will  clothe 
with  salvation.  And  vvhen  he  shall  make  up  his  jewels  in  the 
glorious  day  of  consummation,  we  expect  to  see  them  shine 
brightly  in  the  crown  of  the  Prince  of  Peace.  For  God,  who 
has  graciously  promised  the  blessing,  is  faithful  and  able  to 
fulfil  his  promise.  His  word  will  not  return  unto  him  void; 
but  will  accomplish  the  gracious  intention  of  his  heart,     tout, 

II.  Having  attended  to  the  necessity  of  supplying  the 
ignorant  part  of  our  race  with  able  teachers  to  instruct  them 
to  understand  the  Scriptures,  which  are  able  to  make  them 
wise  unto  salvation;  let  us  now  attend  to  the  advantage,  to 
the  utility,  of  this  course  of  proceeding.  We  can  entertain 
no  doubt,  that  the  course,  which  God  has  established  for  the 
benefit  of  man,  is  full  of  motives  to  induce  us  to  practise 
accordingly  with  the  greatest  diligence  and  confidence.  But 
we  wish  to  take  a  review  of  the  success  with  which  this  course 
of  Providence  has  been  crowned  during  the  past  periods  of  the 
world. 

We  then  ask,  in  the  view  of  the  desperate  depravity,  which 
has  seized  the  hearts  of  men,  and  has  blinded  their  minds, 
what  would  have  been  the  fact  relative  to  the  ignorance  of  the 
early  ages  of  men,  if  they  had  not  been  favored  with  the 
instructions  of  the  pious  patriarchs?  The  human  mce,  pre- 
viously to  the  deluge,  were  exceedingly  wicked  and  ignorant 
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of  God;  but  what  would  have  been  their  increased  ignorance 
of  God,  if  the  world  had  been  destitute  of  those  holy  patri- 
archs, Abel,  Seth,  and  Enoch  and  others,  who  then  had  their 
residence  in  the  midst  of  it?  For  they  certainly  shone  as 
stars  of  the  first  magnitude,  and  could  not  but  impress  their 
cotemporaries  with  a  degree  of  knowledge  respecting  the 
Author  of  the  universe.  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and 
other  able  instructors,  who  lived  after  the  flood,  were  the  faith- 
ful agents  in  the  hand  of  God,  who  taught  their  fellow  men, 
with  whom  they  dwelt,  the  character  of  the  Great  Jehovah. 
And  if  the  world  had  been  destitute  of  such  pious  teachers,  we 
have  reason  to  conclude,  that  nothing  but  Atheism  would  have 
prevailed.  We  can  be  at  no  loss,  when  we  review  the  conduct 
of  Israel,  into  what  increased  ignorance  of  God  and  divine 
things,  they  would  have  fallen,  if  Moses  and  Aaron  and  Caleb 
and  Joshua  had  not  vindicated  the  character  of  God  so  fully 
before  them.  It  is  said  of  Israel,  that  they  served  the  Lord 
during  the  days  of  Joshua  and  the  Elders,  who  outlived 
Joshua,  who  had  seen  the  wonderful  operations  of  the  Lord. 
But,  that  they  soon,  upon  the  death  of  those  eminent  teachers 
and  exemplars,  plunged  into  the  depth  of  the  most  shameful  idol- 
atry. We  all  remember  the  pious  influence  of  Gideon,  Samuel, 
Elijah  and  Elisha,  and  the  religious  influence  of  David,  and 
the  good  kings  amid  that  nation,  which  the  Lord  blessed  with 
special  advantages  We  have  still  in  memory  the  influence 
of  the  major  and  minor  prophets,  who  faithfullv  taught  the 
Jews  to  walk  in  the  way  which  God  had  pointed  out  by  the 
Spirit  of  Inspiration.  In  a  word,  when  we  impartially  review 
the  gracious  administration  of  God  toward  the  Jews,  we  can- 
not but  confess,  that  the  peculiar  blessings,  which  he  confer- 
red upon  them  were  communicated  by  those,  who  were  ap- 
pointed to  teach  them.  God  taught  his  agents  the  prophets, 
and  they  taught  the  people  to  walk  in  his  ways. 

If  we  now  descend  with  the  current  of  time  to  the  period  of 
John  the  Baptist,  and  to  Christ  himself,  the  Prime  Teacher  of 

men,  we  shall  be  constrained  to  confess,  that  it  was  the  adopt 
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cd  course  of  Providence  to  bless  the  world  by  faithful  mission 
aries  or  teachers.  Christ  was  a  Teacher  himself,  ami  the 
best,  the  most  able  of  all  teachers;  and  In-  chose  Ins  disciple* 
and  qualified  them  to  instruct  the  ignorant  lie  accordingly 
sent  them  forth,  and  clothed  ihem  with  influence  to  prospc  i  in 
their  arduous  labors.  The  success  with  which  the  labors  of  u»e 
apostles  werecro>\  ned  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  after  Christ's 
ascension,  is  astonishing.  They  went  forth  like  lamhs  among 
wolves,  tigersr  and  lion-,  with  their  lives  in  their  ha»tds,  and 
were  made  strong  by  the  armor  of  the  Lord.  In  the  course 
of  a  few  years  the  temples  of  idolatry  were  many  of  them 
prostrated.  Frond  idolaters  were  compelled  by  the  attending 
grace  of  God  to  bow  before  the  preaching  of  the  cross  f 
Christ.  The  change  was  great  in  Greece  and  Home.  Christ 
himself  reigned  and  swayed  the  peaceful  sceptre  of  his  king- 
dom, where  the  adversary  had  long  held  his  seat  of  tyranny 
over  the  hearts  and  minds  of  men.  For  ample  evidence  of 
this  statement  of  fa(  ts,  I  refer  you  to  the  Scriptures,  styled 
The  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  and  to  the  most  instructive  Epistles 
to  the  several  churches  which  they  had  formed.  These  parts 
of  the  Sacred  Volume  are  full  of  ample  motives  to  induce  us 
to  spare  no  pains  or  expense  in  furnishing  missionaries  to  go 
to  the  ignorant  and  to  teach  them  the  way  of  eternal  life. 

If  we  now  descend  from  the  inspired  teachers  to  others, 
who  have  had  no  claim  to  inspiration,  motives  will  present 
themselves,  which  will  induce  Christ's  ministers  to  be  faithful 
still.  What  was  the  influence  which  effected  the  reformation 
from  popery?  Surely  God  effected  it.  But  not  without  the 
concurrence  of  human  agents.  fFickliffe,  Zuinglius,  Luther> 
and  Calvin  were  God's  agents;  they  were  his  faithful  mission- 
aries. They,  in  the  midst  of  danger  taught  their  ignorant 
fellow-creatures  to  quit  the  idolatry  of  the  church  of  Roma 
and  embrace  the  simplicity  of  GospcJ  practice.  And  they 
were  successful.  They,  under  the  guidance  of  grace,  caused 
a  reformation.  They  extricated  not  only  themselves,  but 
thousands  of  others  from  the  imposition  and  oppression  of  th«v 
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papal  yoke.  The  adversary  was  angry  and  gnashed  his  teeth 
at  them  and  attempted  to  destroy  them,  but  in  vain.  They 
were  kept  safe  in  the  hollow  of  their  heavenly  Father's  hand. 
Since  the  blessed  season  of  the  reformation  from  popery, 
there  has  been  impressive  evidence  of  the  utility  of  mission- 
ary exertions.  I  refer  to  the  Eliots,  the  Mayhews  and  the 
Bramerds  of  our  own  land,  and  to  Swartz,  Vanderkemp,  and 
huchanun  and  others,  who  have  made  such  inroads  upxHi  Sa- 
tan's territory  in  Asia  and  Africa.  In  those  benighted  quar- 
ters of  the  globe  great  things  have  been  effected  within  the 
course  of  a  few  years.  And  it  appears,  that  a  foundation  is 
laid  for  the  accomplishment  of  more  glorious  events.  We  are 
induced  to  believe,  that  by  the  agency  of  his  missionaries, 
God  has  planted  his  standard  in  the  midst  of  these  dark 
regions,  over  which  Satan  has  long  swayed,  in  an  undisturbed 
manner,  his  oppressive  and  most  destructive  sceptre.  O  Lord, 
how  long  before  these  extensive  regions  shall  be  occupied  by 
the  church  of  Christ!  For  thou  hast  promised  that  the  meek 
shall  inherit  the  earth.     Is  not  the  period  at  hand? 

Further,  have  we  not  encouraging  motives,  relative  to  the 
labors  of  missionaries,  from  our  brethren,  who  are  now  placed 
among  the  savages  of  America?     For  they  are  received  by 
these  ignorant  tribes   with    much   approbation.     They  have 
committed  their  children  to  the  school  which  has  been  estab- 
lished  by  our  missionaries.     This  is  a  token  of  much  good. 
For  young  trees  are  manageable,  and  can  be  bent;  though  old 
ones  are  inflexible.     To  induce  us  to  supply  the  ignorant  with 
missionaries  for  their  instruction,  I  ask  what  children  possess 
the  most  and  the  best  information?     The  answer  is,  The  chil- 
dren of  those  parents  who  are  not  only  capable  of  teaching 
them  what  they  ought  to  know;  but  who  are  faithful  in  giving 
them  line  upon  line  arid  precept  upon  precept  continually.     J 
also  ask,  what  schools  are  the  best  informed?    The  answer 
is,  those  which  have  the  best  informed  and  the  most  faithful 
masters.     I  ask  further,  what  congregations,  what  churches, 
are  the  most  acquainted  with  the  contents  of  the  Scriptures 
and  the  great  doctrines  of  revelation?     Undoubtedly  those? 
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which  have  the  most  able  and  the  most  faithful  minister^ 
And  though  some  ministers  are  reproved  by  the  next  question, 
is  it  not  a  tai  t,  that  revivals  of  religion  are  connected  with  tne 
most  instructive  and  faithful  labors  of  the  most  prayerful  and 
devout  ministers?  1  am  sensible  that  the  faithfulness  and  the 
success  of  ministers  cannot  be  accurately  ascertained  till  the 
day  of  judgment.  But  we  cannot  but  attempt  to  judge  of  tne 
tree  by  the  fruit  which  it  produces.  By  their  fruits  ye  shall 
know  them.  1  ask  further,  whether  the  neglect,  with  which 
the  heathen  have  been  treated  by  Christians  in  general,  (lur- 
ing past  centuries,  ougut  not  to  be  a  motive  to  our  present 
exertion  to  supply  them  with  teachers?  We  shall  all  answer 
in  the  affirmative.  O  how  dismal  this  consideration,  if  there 
were  when  Christ  left  the  world  only  one  hundred  millions  of 
heathen  upon  the  stage;  and  if  no  more  than  this  lias  been  the 
average  number,  from  year  to  year;  and  if  the  world  changes 
its  inhabitants  every  thirty  years;  that  the  vast  number  who 
have  gone  out  of  time,  in  the  course  of  two  thousand  years, 
have  gone  co  the  pit  of  destruction!  Alas!  if  but  one  hundred 
millions  have  gone  every  thirty  years  to  ruin,  during  two 
thousand  years,  the  regions  of  despair  must  be  thronged  with 
inhabitants.  For  many  descended  into  the  pit  of  ruin  before 
Christ  came  into  the  world,  and  many  have  undoubtedly  gone 
since  that  time,  from  the  land  of  Gospel  light.  Surely  the 
past  loss  of  souls  must  excite  us  to  seek  the  salvation  of  sin- 
ners now  by  every  means  within  our  reach.  This  is  the  day 
of  salvation.  This  is  the  acceptable  time.  It  must  be  im- 
proved. 

Another  motive  to  induce  us  to  co-operate  writh  Christ,  the 
heavenly  Missionary,  is  derived  from  the  vast  excitement, 
which  God  has  within  a  few  years  given  to  emperors,  and 
kings  and  their  influential  subjects;  to  queens  and  their  maid- 
ens, and  a  numerous  host  of  people  of  all  ranks,  to  contiibute 
generously  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  means  necessary 
for  the  information  of  the  indigent,  who  are  destitute  of  the 
Bible,  and  the  ignorant  who  know  nothing  relative  to  the 
method  of  salvation.    The  enlightened  part  of  the  human  race 
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are  now  awake  to  the  importance  of  the  salvation  of  the  hea- 
then. This  is  the  Lord's  doing,  and  it  is  marvellous  in  our 
eyes.  We  have  ample  evidence,  that  the  time  to  huild  up  Zion 
is  at  hand.  For  her  friends  in  every  quarter  of  the  enlight- 
ened world  favor  the  stones,  and  the  dust  thereof;  and  even 
the  earth  is  compelled  to  help  the  woman.  Let  us  then  co- 
operate with  this  host,  who  are  generously  contributing  for 
the  prosperity  of  Zion  in  the  salvation  of  sinners.  Let  the 
example  of  the  Russian  emperor  and  his  nobles  excite  us  to 
do  our  part.  While  they,  and  many  others  in  different  parts 
of  the  world,  are  supplying  the  ignorant  with  the  Bible,  let  us 
supply  them  with  missionaries  to  explain  it.  For  destitute  of 
teachers,  they,  even  with  ihe  Bible  in  their  hands,  will  remain 
ignorant.  They  will  not,  they  cannot,  understand  the  Scrip- 
tures, except  they  have  teachers  to  guide  them.  Teachers 
are  as  necessary  as  the  Scriptures.  Missionaries  and  their 
families  must  go  and  live  among  them,  and  teach  them  both 
by  precept  and  example.  They  must  be  acquainted  with  the 
devout  and  godly  lives  of  missionaries,  as  well  as  with  the 
doctrines  which  they  inculcate,  They  must  behold  the  exam-' 
pie  of  real  Christians. 

Now,  I  ask  my  worthy  associates  and  this  assembly, 
whether  all  the  accounts  we  receive  from  missionaries  in  Asia, 
Africa  and  America,  and  from  the  Isles  of  the  sea,  do  not  har- 
monize to  convince  us,  that  we  must  supply  the  ignorant,  and 
the  heathen  w  ith  Gospel  preachers,  as  well  as  with  the  Gospel 
itself,  in  order  to  do  them  good  in  the  latter  end?  The  answer 
is  in  the  affirmative.  Let  us  then  close  the  discourse  by  a  few 
reflections. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

1.  From  the  interesting  subject,  we  have  contemplated, 
we  infer  the  immense  obligation  laid  upon  us,  to  be  thankful 
for  God's  causing  the  Sun  of  Righteousness  to  shine  upon  the 
world  enveloped  in  midnight  darkness.  Christ  is  the  light  of 
the  world,  and,  if  we  follow  him,  he  will  conduct  us  into  the 
regions  of  heavenly  light   and  eternal  blessedness.     While 
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God,  as  a  righteous  sovereign,  has  actually  confined  the  apos- 
tate angels  in  chains  of  darkness  in  the  prison  of  endless  de- 
spair, he  has  graciously  provided  for  man  a  glorious  Savior, 
who  opens  before  us  the  door  of  heaven.  We  have  opportu- 
nity to  be  the  heirs  of  God,  and  the  joint  heirs  with  Lhrist  in 
the  heavenly  inheritance.  Without  money  and  without  price* 
we  have  opportunity  to  possess  all  the  riches  of  God's  king- 
dom. Blessed  be  the  name  of  Jehovah,  that  his  justice  is  hon- 
ored in  the  exercise  of  his  mercy  toward  sinful  men,  who  will 
be  humble  at  his  feet. 

6.  We  are  invited  by  the  subject  to  adore  the  grace  of  God, 
which  distinguishes  us  and  others  from  the  human  race  at 
large,  by  granting  us  the  shining  light  and  advantages  of  the 
Gospel,  while  the  major  part  of  the  human  race  are  left  in  the 
depths  of  ignorance,  and  destitute  of  the  light  of  the  Gospel. 
About  two  thousand  years  since  all  our  ancestors  were  in  a 
pagan  state,  and  destitute  of  the  light  of  the  Gospel.  And  but 
about  three  centuries  past,  and  our  ancestors  were  involved 
in  the  thick  darkness  and  superstition  of  popery.  But  by  the 
pious  exertions  of  the  celebrated  reformers,  whose  names  have 
been  mentioned  in  this  discourse,  they  not  only  extricated 
themselves,  but  thousands  of  others  from  the  superstitions  and 
abominations  of  the  Romish  church;  and  prepared  the  way 
for  thousands  and  millions  to  enjoy  the  liberty  of  the  Gospel. 
Hence,  instead  of  being  under  the  tyranny  of  the  pope,  and 
his  deceitful  cardinals,  we  have  Moses,  the  Prophets,  Christ? 
and  his  Apostles,  for  our  spiritual  guides.  Let  us  then 
he  thankful  for  the  inestimable  blessings  we  enjoy;  and  let  us 
as  Christians  lament  the  gloomy  condition  of  the  millions  of 
our  race,  who  are  in  a  heathenish  state,  without  God  and  with- 
out Gospel  hop&  in  the  world.  We  are  thus  favored,  not  be- 
cause we  deserve  more  than  others;  for  as  face  answers  to 
face  in  the  glass,  so  the  heart  of  man  to  man:  but  because 
God  is  a  sovereign,  who  dispenses  his  favors  as  he  pleases  to 
our  sinful  race.  Let  us  then  adore  his  sovereign  grace.  Let 
us  bow  gratefully  and  submissively  before  him;  and  let  him 
have  no  rival  in  our  hearts. 
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Si  In  the  view  of  our  subject,  which  imperiously  calls  our 
attention  to  the  importance  of  supplying  the  destitute  and  the 
heathen  with  proper  guides  and  teachers,  let  us  be  thankful 
for  the  rich  advantages  we  possess  in  regard  to  the  means  of 
education.  The  religious  schools,  academies,  colleges,  and  the 
theological  seminaries,  where  our  children  and  young  men  are 
educated  for  public  teachers,  are  inestimable  blessings  to  the 
church.  By  these  advantages  we  have  opportunity  to  raise 
up  a  host  of  missionaries  to  teach  the  ignorant.  What  w© 
have  done  in  these  seminaries,  and  what  we  are  now  effecting 
in  order  to  supply  Gospel  teachers,  is  not  sufficient  for  the 
call.  We  must  do  more  For  the  harvest  is  greater  than 
can  be  reaped  and  gathered  by  those  who  are  now  in  the  field3 
and  by  those  who  are  preparing  to  enter  it.  We  need  many 
more  than  we  are  able  to  supply. 

4.  The  pressing  call,  and  the  high  demand  made  for  able  mis- 
•innaries,  manifestly  teach  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  that  we  are  under  great  obligations  to  pursue  our  object 
with  unremitting  diligence.  Great,  great,  indeed,  my  Brethren, 
is  our  responsibility.  The  eyes  of  God,  angels  and  men  are 
upon  us.  For  this  is  the  impressive  call  of  Christians,  whose 
lot  is  cast  among  the  indigent  and  the  destitute.  ''•Come  over 
and  help  us."  This  is  also  the  call  of  all  those  missionaries, 
who  have  lately  visited  the  aboriginals  of  the  wilderness. 
i6Come  over  and  Iielp  us.  We  are  not  able  to  effect  what 
ought  now  to  be  accomplished  among  these  needy  and  perish- 
ing tribes."  The  same  call  is  made  from  our  missionaries  in 
Asia:  "Come  over  the  wide  ocean  and  help  us.97  The  same 
affecting  call  is  made  by  all  the  missionaries  of  Europe  who 
are  employed  in  Asia,  Africa,  and  in  the  Isles  of  the  sea: 
"Come  over  and  help  us."  We  need  many  more  laborers  in 
these  gloomy  places,  where  there  are  millions  and  millions  of 
poor  deluded  souls.  And  this,  my  Dear  Brethren  of  the 
Board,  is  the  call,  the  imperious  call  of  Christ  the  Lord  of 
the  harvest.  And  shall  we  not  obey?  Shall  we  not  gird  up 
our  loins  and  exert  every  nerve  to  supply  missionaries,  who 
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are  thus  needed?  We  surely  have  met  with  no  discouragement, 
which  ought  to  chock  our  zeal.  There  is  n  i  obstacle  in  the 
way  hut  can  be  surmounted;  no  difficulties  but  can  be  remov- 
ed. Our  brethren,  who  have  taken  final  leave  of  their  dear 
connexions  and  their  native  country  to  labor  and  to  die  among 
the  heathen,  have  reason  to  expect  more  missionary  help. 
We  did  not  send  them  into  that  distant  region  without  giving 
them  ample  encouragement  of  being  followed  by  missionary 
assistants.  They  have  a  demand  upon  us;  and  we  cannot  hut 
answer  the  demand,  winch  we  must  i»nd  shall  do  with  pleas- 
ure. The  example  of  Chi ist,  who  wept  over  perishing  sin- 
ners, and  completed  his  mission  by  the  bitter  death  of  the 
cross;  the  example  of  his  apostles  and  martyrs  who  chose  to 
meet  persecution  and  death  in  any  form,  rather  than  neglect 
their  duty  to  the  souls  of  sinners,  will  excite  us  to  comply 
with  the  call  of  duty.  As  we,  agreeably  to  our  profession, 
expect  to  stand  in  the  great  day  of  retribution,  among  the 
blessed  company  to  whom  Christ  will  say,  "I  was  hungry 
and  ye  gave  me  meat;"  and  not  among  those  miserable 
wretches  to  whom  he  will  say,  "1  was  hungry  and  ye  gave 
me  no  meat,"  we  must  now  comply  with  his  will.  For  noth- 
ing but  the  blessing,  or  the  curse,  of  the  Almighty  awaits 
the  children  of  men  beyond  the  grave.  To  the  faithful  the 
Judge  will  say:  "Come,  ye  blessed  of  my  Father:"  and  to 
the  unfaithful  he  will  say,  "Depart,  ye  cursed  into  everlast- 
ing fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels."  Who  thuu 
will  not  now  be  induced  to  be  on  the  Lord's  side?  God  is  effect- 
ing so  much  to  instruct  the  ignorant  and  the  indigent  part  of 
the  world  into  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Jesus, 
that  we  have  much  reason  to  believe  the  glorious  period  of  his 
grace  is  at  hand.  We  do  believe,  and  we  cannot  hut  believe, 
that  the  Millennium  is  at  the  door,  when  the  light  of  the  moon 
will  be  like  the  light  of  the  sun,  and  the  light  of  the  sun,  as  the 
light  of  seven  days.  Let  us  then  all  be  seasonably  on  the  Lord's 
side,  that  whether  in  the  body,  or  out  of  the  body,  among  the 
glorified  spirits,  we  may  enjoy  the  ^glorious  display  of  divine 
grace,  which  will  then  be  made  in  the  conversion  of  both  Jews 
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arid  Gentiles.    Then  the  world  will  be  filled  with  holy  inhabi- 
tants.    All  will  know  the  Lord  from  the  least  to  the  greatest. 

Finally,  the  object  now  before  us  invites  this  assembly  to 
contribute  to  its  support,  according  to  their  ability.     We  do 
not  ask  you  to  contribuie  to  the  support  of  a  cause,  which  God 
disapproves;  but  to  support  that  interest,  which  lies  near  the 
heart  of  Christ,  who  died  upon  the  cross  to  save  sinners  from 
endless  death;  and,  after  his  resurrection  directed  his  disci- 
ples to  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature,  and  promised  to 
be  with  them,  in  the  execution  of  their  office,  to  the  end  of  the 
world.     Now  if  you  duly  recollect,  that  you  came  into  the 
world  destitute  of  property :  and  that  God  has  made  you  but 
the  stewards  of  the  property,  which  he  has  graciously  lodged 
in  your  hands,  you  will  of  course  put  the  question,  whether  a 
portion  of  your  property  is  not  called  for  at  the  present  time. 
And  surely  you  cannot  but  be  proper  judges  what  portion  of 
your  property  ought  now  to  be  devoted  to  the  missionary  in- 
terest, which  to-day  invites  your  attention      1  have  liberty  to 
say,  that  if  you  love  God  supremely  and  your  own  souls,  and 
the  souls  of   your  fellow  mortals  according  to  Christ's  com- 
mand, you  will  be  induced  to  contribute  liberally.     For  the 
eall  is  pressing,  and  some  of  this  assembly  will  probably  be 
called  into  eternity,  before  another  opportunity  to  contribute 
like  this  will  present  itself.     It  is  then  hoped,  that  yuu  will 
now  act  wisely  in  reference  to  the  great  day,  when  all  God's 
stewards  will  be  called  before  his  tribunal,  to  render  an  ac- 
count of  their  stewardship.     If  you  desire  witnesses  in  favor 
of  your  faithfulness  to  God  and  love  to  the  souls  of  men,  have 
you  not  now  an  opportunity  to  secure  them  by  contributing  to 
the  support  of  missionaries,  who  are  deputed  to  preach  to  them 
the  Gospel  of  Christ?     What  Christians,    who  are  able  to 
make  a  liberal  contribution,  do  not  now  desire  that  >ome  of 
the  heathen  tribes,  who  are  entirely  ignorant  of  the  Gospel, 
may,  in  consequence  of  their  contributions,  be  taught  the  way 
of  eternal  life,  and  made  savingly   acquainted  with  Christ* 

and  before  his  bar  gratefully  mention  the  missionary  means 
3 
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by  Which  they  were  brought  out  of  darkness  into  the  light  oif 

salvation?  My  hearers,  secure  to  yoorsches  such  witnesses. 
They  are  desirable  And  who  knows  but  the  Contributions  of 
this  day  may  be  the  occasion  of  the  salvation  of  hundreds  of 
heathens,  who  will  be  the  instruments  of  the  salvation  of  thou- 
sands Hiid  millions  ol  others,  who  are  now  going  down  the  dread- 
ful steep  to  eternal  ruin?  We  cannot,  if  we  are  Christians,  but 
desire  such  displays  of  divine  grace.  Let  us  then  liberally 
use  the  proper  means,  which  God  has  appointed  to  procure 
such  blessed  effects,  and  wait  the  event.  We  only  attempt  to 
set  before  you  the  object  which  the  Board  has  pursued  with 
success.  And  when  you  reflect  upon  the  Gospel  advantages 
which  you  enjoy,  and  note,  that  amid  all  the  missionaries 
among  the  heathen  from  Europe  and  America,  there  is  not 
more  than  one  missionary  to  a  million  heathens,  you  will  con- 
tribute liberally. 

In  the  view  of  this  missionary  occasion,  you  will  excuse  my 
freedom.     I  cannot  suppress  my  feelings. 

My  Fellow  Mortals,  who  compose  this  large  and  respecta- 
ble assembly,  please  to  remark,  that  your  residence  is  near 
the  confines  of  your  unchangeable  state  Short  is  the  inter. 
vai  between  you  and  the  silent  grave,  where  nothing  is  effected 
for  your  endless  duration  and  the  duration  of  others  in  the 
eternal  world.  You  w  ill  also  remark,  that  you  are  God's  stew- 
ards, and  that  your' reserved  property  is  perishable,  and  may 
soon  perish  in  the  hands  of  those,  who  will  not  use  it  to  the 
honor  of  God;  but  will  misimprove  it.  Let  me,  therefore, 
once  more  ask  you  to  contribute  bountifully  to  the  missionary 
object,  which  now  imperiously  demands  support.  Give  gen- 
erously to  the  salvation  of  perishing  men,  who  dwell  in  the 
regions  of  moral  darkness  where  there  is  no  Gospel  vision. 
Only  confer  upon  them  the  advantage,  which  you  would  need 
from  them  were  your  condition  and  their  condition  reversed. 
Act  now;  yet  act  with  a  solemn  view  to  meet  those  at  the  bar 
of  God,  who  will  be  blessed  in  consequence  of  your  liberal  c<m- 


19 

iribution,  or  cursed  in  consequence  of  bring  destitute  of  it. 
Supply  the  heathen  with  ample  means  to  br  grateful  witnesses, 
that  you  now  obediently  and  thankfully  Co-operate  with  Christ, 
who  died  upon  the  cross  to  save  their  souls  from  endless  death. 
Shall  we   not  this  dav  by  our  prayers  and  liberality  be  the 
instruments  of  the  salvation  of  hundreds  and  thousands  of  our 
fellow  creatures,  who  are  now  enveloped  in  pagan  darkness, 
and  dwell  in  the  habitations  of  cruelty?     I  will  add  no  more. 
For  the  liberal  devise  liberal  things,  remembering  that  Christ 
has  said,  "It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive."     The 
Lord  who  searches  the  heart,  will  direct  his  recording  angel 
to  notice  the  cheerful  givers,  and  those  also,  who  withhold 
their  property,  when  he  calls  for  it.     Soon,  we  shall  all  be 
rewarded  according  to  our  works*     The  voice  of  the  arch- 
angel and  the  trump  of  God  will  soon   be  heard  to  assemble 
the  human  race  before  the  tribunal  of  Jehovah.     Let  us,  then, 
be  prepared,  by  a  compliance  with  present  duty,  for  the  deci- 
sion of  the  great  day.     Brethren,  the  time  is  short.     Let  us 
do  with  our  might,  what  is  necessary  for  eternity.     Let  us 
fcot  neglect  that  which  is  necessary  for  the  salvation  of  souls. 


Samuel   T.    Armstrong,   Priner,  Boston. 
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